
A GROUP of bloggers has submitted 20 pages of
proposals on Internet freedom to the Govern-
ment, which says it will consider their ideas.

The group of 13 wants, among others, a guarantee
of freedom to use the Internet to discuss political is-
sues and promote political views, The Straits Times re-
ported.

Also, any regulation of online content should not be
at the administrative discretion of officials, who have
legal powers in this area, but through a court of law or
preferably moderation by a consultative body of citi-
zens, they said.

In its reply, the Ministry of Information, Communi-
cations and the Arts (Mica) said their views plus feed-
back from others will be taken into account in its ongo-
ing review of new media.

“To keep up with the fast-evolving new media land-
scape, we have been reviewing our light-touch ap-
proach and are considering how we could take a light-
er touch approach,” said Ms K. Bhavani, press secre-
tary to Mica minister Lee Boon Yang.

Her reply on Monday was e-mailed to a leader of
the group, Mr Alex Au of the Yawning Bread site, who
made it available to The Straits Times.

The bloggers had e-mailed their suggestions to Dr
Lee last month.

The move was prompted by their concern that a
study by the government-appointed Advisory Council
on the Impact of New Media on Society would be too
focused on the views of experts.

The council is looking at refining the existing regula-
tory framework for new media. It began its work in
April last year.

Led by law undergraduate Choo Zheng Xi of The
Online Citizen and Mr Au, the group of bloggers fo-
cused its efforts on the regulatory process and online
political content, hate speech, plus sex and violence.

Said Mr Choo: “We looked through the legislation,
what specific issues and problems there were, and
drafted our report through e-mail and several
face-to-face meetings.”

Ms Bhavani, in her reply, also set out Mica’s think-
ing in taking its
current “balanced
light-touch ap-
proach”.

“Our intent...
was to foster the
growth of the In-
ternet and to ena-
ble us to exploit
its vast potential
while safeguard-
ing our society
from its undesira-
ble aspects.”

COE PREMIUMS PLUNGE
FOR MOST CATEGORIES

COE PREMIUMS for all
categories except motorbikes
tumbled yesterday, sending
prices to the lowest levels in
about a year. COE for cars up to
1,600cc fell the most to
$11,009. For cars above
1,600cc, it fell to $15,889.

POLICE ARREST MAN
FOR ROBBING WOMEN

POLICE have arrested a
man, 42, believed to be involved
in at least five armed robberies
targeting women at Rochor
Road, Jalan Sultan and Tyrwhitt
Road. They lost their handbags,
cash and other property with a
total value of about $3,750.

SIA AND SILKAIR TO
RAISE FUEL LEVY

SINGAPORE Airlines (SIA)
and its regional wing SilkAir will
raise their fuel levy from next
week, SIA said yesterday. The
increase, to cope with soaring
jet fuel prices, will be between
US$5 ($6.80) and US$20 per
sector.

FINED FOR OPERATING
MASSAGE PARLOURS

A 59-YEAR-OLD man was
fined a total of $7,000 yester-
day for operating massage
establishments without a valid
licence. Tan Sian See did not
pay the fine – he will serve a
default sentence of 14 weeks in
jail.

Mica to mull
over bloggers’
Net freedom
proposals
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