
JILL ALPHONSO

A GENERAL rule in the media
is that sex sells, and that is what
director Eric Khoo is playing on
for his new movie, Chinese
Rose.

Based on the life of an infa-
mous cabaret performer-
turned-stripper in the 1950s
and 1960s, the period piece is to
be shot in the later part of this
year in Malaysia, and to be re-
leased next year (2009).

And what will it take to play
Chan? Producers are looking for
someone who has not been fea-
tured in a film before.

Khoo, executive producer
Daniel Yun, who is managing di-
rector of MediaCorp Raintree
Pictures, which is backing the
movie, and scriptwriter and pro-

ducer James Toh, said in a press
conference yesterday that they
are looking for someone who is
“larger than life, louder than
life”.

Besides being beautiful, sen-
sual, able to speak Cantonese
and Mandarin, and be comforta-
ble with shedding her kit, she
will also have to be comfortable
working with snakes, which
Chan famously incorporated in-
to her dances.

Currently, one fully nude
scene is planned in the movie,
which has a budget of about $2
million.

The actress will also inspire
the rest of the unfinished script,
which is now about 70 per cent
written.

“I usually have to see a per-
son and base my script off
them,” said Khoo, whose film
My Magic will be competing for

the top prize at the prestigious
Cannes Film Festival next
month. It is the first time a Sin-

gaporean is eligible for this
prize and Khoo will be attend-
ing the festival, which starts on
May 14.

He added that producers will
be looking for talent in Singa-
pore and Malaysia who will be
able to portray Rose from age 17
to 35.

“We’re asking a lot,” added
Khoo, who said that he is inter-
ested in portraying Rose as a
tragic but human character in
this tribute film, as opposed to
vilifying her or turning her into
a victim of circumstances.

“The movie will go beyond
stripping, Rose is to be an intelli-
gent woman with complexity of
character.”

Interested in playing Rose
Chan? Send still pictures and
contact details to
gary@zhaowei.com, tel:
6735-7053.

SNAKE WOMAN: Rose Chan, a
tragic but human character.
(PHOTO: ZAOBAO)

LEE SZE YONG

C ONTRARY to earlier re-
ports, Joyce will not be at-
tending her father Adam

Cheng’s first concert after her
mother Lydia Sum’s death in
February.

News agencies in Hong Kong
and China had said early this
month that the 21-year-old
would be in Singapore for Adam
Cheng & the Singapore Chinese
Orchestra – A Mother’s Day Cel-
ebration this Saturday, in a
show of support for her father.

Cheng refuted the reports in
an interview yesterday held at
Conrad Hotel.

“She’s busy,” he said, declin-
ing politely to reveal more. “She
doesn’t like me talking about
our personal lives.”

Cheng, 61, took much flak
from the Chinese media when
his comedienne ex-wife suc-
cumbed to complications from
liver cancer in February.

Celebrity friends and fans ad-
monished the singer-actor,
known for his roles as the
swordsman Chu Liuxiang and
Emperor Qianlong in TV drama
serials, for being heartless to-
wards Sum and their daughter
Joyce.

In his signature white twid-
dle cap, white jacket and denim
jeans, he shrugged his shoulders
when asked about it.

“We are used to it. It’s the cli-
mate now in the entertainment
circle, where personal affairs are
no longer private.”

With a bitter laugh, the veter-
an added: “When people think
I’m a good guy, I’m a good guy.
When people say I’m a bad guy,
I will still try to be a good guy.”

However, there was one
point of time when he was not
proud of himself – he did not
get to see his mother for the last
time 10 years ago.

He was busy filming in China
the second series of Xi Shuo
Qian Long (Chronicles Of Em-
peror Qian Long) when she fell
ill in Hong Kong.

Cheng took leave from work
to see his mother at the hospital,
but thinking that she recovered
enough, he left. However, she
died the following day.

Cheng recalled: “My mother
did say one day, ‘If I just faint
and die, you wouldn’t even
know.’ Back then, I didn’t feel
the poignancy until she left.”

While the concert this Satur-
day is a tribute to Mother’s Day,
he regretted that he had never
celebrated the special day.

He attributed it to the mind-
set in the 1970s and 1980s,
when men were expected to
bring home the bacon and were
not supposed to express their
emotions.

That is not to say that he did
not love his mother. “Without
her support, I wouldn’t have suc-
ceeded in showbiz,” he said.

“It will always be my regret
that I did not fulfil my duty as a
filial son.”

szeyong@sph.com.sg

Adam Cheng & the Singapore
Chinese Orchestra – A Mother’s
Day Celebration will be held at

the Singapore Indoor Stadium
this Saturday at 8pm. Tickets
from Sistic (Tel: 6348-5555) at
$98 (sold out), $128, $148 and
$168.

SOLO: Adam Chen denied that his daughter, Joyce, would be
Singapore for his concert on Saturday. (PHOTO: NEO XIAOBIN)

Sum’s ex-husband says their daughter is busy
and declines to give details

Daughter Joyce won’t be at
Adam’s first post-Lydia concert

Do you have what it takes to do a Rose Chan?
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TINA TURNER BACK
IN BUSINESS

TINA Turner will be
strutting her stuff on tour
again this autumn.

During a taping of The
Oprah Winfrey Show last
Saturday, the 68-year-old
said she was egged on by
actress Sophia Loren, who
asked when she was “going
back to work”, reported
USA Today.

Turner’s first concert
tour in eight years kicks off
Oct 1 in Kansas City.

PRINCE’S WAR
PROTEST

PRINCE, playing to a
crowd of about 60,000 at
the Coachella music festival
on Saturday, evoked John
Lennon, playing a version
of Come Together as a war
protest.

“I’m so tired of debates,
I don’t know what to do,”
Prince said. “We’re going to
beat the swords into
plowshares tonight.” He got
the crowd to chant “come
together – war no more”.
– AP, NYT

JONAS BROTHERS
UPSTAGE BUSH

THE US President and
his wife may have been the
main attraction at the
annual White House
Correspondents’ Dinner on
Saturday, but the buzz
from pop-rockers Jonas
Brothers’ table stood out,
according to eonline.com.

Even fellow diner Martha
Stewart, seated across
their table, snapped
pictures. She declared
herself a fan and said: “You
boys are so popular.”

ROUGH START
FOR ROOTS

AFTER hip-hop
collective The Roots
presented Def Jam
executives with a new radio
single, the pop-leaning
Birthday Girl, unhappy label
execs removed the tune
from the US version of their
new album, Rising Down.
The band had joined the
label in 2006.

Drummer Ahmir
?uestlove Thompson says
of their capricious hold in
the fickle music biz: “As
each album goes by, the
risk of annihilation becomes
closer and closer.”
– REUTERS
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