
AUGUSTA

I T MIGHT be the most fa-
mous three-hole stretch in
golf. The Amen Corner at

Augusta National Golf Club – a
par-4, a par-3 and a par-5 that
comprise Holes 11 to 13 – has
teased and tormented the best
golfers since the US Masters be-
gan in 1934.

It was not until 1958, howev-
er, that Herbert Warren Wind
referred to the scenic holes far-
thest from the clubhouse as
“Amen Corner” in a story he
wrote for Sports Illustrated.

The name stuck and, 50
years later, there are plenty of

stories about the part of the
course that has affected so many
Masters.

“It’s an apt phrase,” said
two-time Masters champion
Ben Crenshaw.

“There is no doubt that every
player who plays 11 through 13,
either you’re saying prayers or
saying thanks. It’s so rough on
you emotionally.”

The 11th, which now meas-
ures 505 yards, played as the
hardest hole on the course last
year, yielding just 15 birdies.

The 12th, at 155 yards long,
has been called “the toughest
short hole in golf” by six-time
winner Jack Nicklaus.

The 13th, despite having

been lengthened in recent years,
still remains one of the course’s
best birdie opportunities.

It measures 510 yards and
yielded nine eagles last year.

Three-time winner Nick Fal-
do would purposely seek out a
corner on the driving range
where he could hit to a flag that
was about 140 yards away – all
in anticipation of Amen Corner.

Said the 50-year-old: “At the
12th, you really have to have the
ability to land the ball left or
right of the flag, in precise spots.
You can’t just hope. They put
you under serious pressure on
that shot.

“The scary thing about the
12th is that it’s the only hole
where when the ball is in the air,
the caddies start praying.

“Two balls hit identically can
come up differently because of a
gust of wind. That one is in the
lap of the gods.”

The holes have seen plenty of
dramatics over the years.

Fuzzy Zoeller won the tourna-
ment’s first sudden-death play-
off there in 1979. Larry Mize
chipped in for his dramatic 1987
victory over Greg Norman.

And Nicklaus’ final victory in
1986 also had its roots there.

He was coming off birdies at
the ninth, 10th and 11th holes.
He then hit his tee shot at 12
long, and made bogey.

That mistake, he said, made
him more determined: He
played the final six holes in
five-under.

“The shot at 11 and the shot
at 12 are probably two of the
scariest shots that you play in
golf competition, and they're
back-to-back,” he said.

“I’ve had times where I’ve hit
it in the water, I’ve watched oth-
er fellas hit it in the water. I’ve
watched the tournament change
hands dramatically.”

Perhaps that is why golfers
and golf fans rub their hands in
anticipation of this set of holes.

Said 1991 champion Ian Woo-
snam: “This is what the excite-
ment is about the Masters.

“You play every single year,
and the spectators, they know
what’s going to come up and
they know what Amen Corner
means to all the players.

“And they know on the last
day, on the Sunday, that’s when
it really starts, the golf tourna-
ment. And that’s when you see
who is going to have the mettle
to keep his nerve.”
– ESPN.COM

Holes 11 to 13 have tormented top golfers
since the US Masters began in 1934

Pray help me get through, Amen!

Tormented: 
���zhé mó

Mettle: ���qì zhì
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BEHIND THE WHEEL

HOW LEWIS HAMILTON’S 2007 MCLAREN STEERING WHEEL WORKS 
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Radio LED. It lights up to
indicate that the car-to-pit 
radio is activated.

Function selector. Enables driver 
to scroll through various functions 
and override them if anything 
goes wrong.

Pit Lane Speed Limiter.
It operates only in 1st, 2nd
and 3rd gears.

Rev-control. Raises revs for
peak power when overtaking.
Once released, rev-limit returns
to a default.

Menu changer. Alters the
menus of the +10 and
+1 buttons.

Tyre setting. Driver can choose 
between wet and dry.

Engine performance control.
To tweak to suit strategy.

Air-fuel ratio controller. 
Allows drivers to balance 
power and economy.

Car-to-pits radio switch.
Allows drivers to talk to the team.

Function selector. Enables driver to 
scroll through various functions and 

override them if anything
 goes wrong.

Neutral gear selector. Automati-
cally puts the gearbox into neutral.

Drink button. Activates an electric 
pump to take water via a tube to the 

driver’s mouth.

Traction control switch. Turning off 
traction control allows the rear

wheels to spin, to warm the tyres. 
Also used when exiting the pit box to 
deposit rubber to provide extra grip 

for the next pit stop.

Skip-shift switch. Allows the car to 
shift down several gears without 

over-revving the engine.

Traction control setting. This 
enables drivers to find the optimum 

level of manual intervention.

Differential setting. This is
adjusted to suit the overall car

set-up but can be altered
according to other variables.

Gear-change switches are
operated by the driver’s fingertips.

A single pull on the right paddle 
commands an up-change and a
pull on the left paddle causes a 

down-change.

The driver can keep his
hands on the wheel at all times

to retain better control,
especially while cornering.

Clutch paddle. These are
controlled with the fingertips.

The clutch is used only at the 
start, in the pits or in a spin. 
Each side will individually operate 
the clutch if required.

However, they are generally 
depressed together for 
more control.
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